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Why Consider a Dark Skies Designation?

ÅDemonstrates a public commitment to preserving the 
quality of night skies

ÅIs a valuable credential for promoting low-impact 
ΨŘŀǊƪ ǎƪȅΩ ŜŎƻ-tourism in the County

Should create economic benefit for County restaurants, B&Bs, shops

Å¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ΨŘŀǊƪ ǎƪȅΩ 
designation

Which type of designation? Communities? Parks? Private lands?

How will the costs/effort to get designation be funded/staffed?

What hearings, special use permits are required to implement?

ÅThe International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) offers a 
ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ΨŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ

Entire counties do not qualify for dark skies designation



International Dark-Sky Association (IDA)

ÅMission: protect night skies for present and future generations
ÅDark Sky Places Program offers 5 types of dark sky designations

1. International Dark Sky Communities
Communities are legally organized cities and towns that adopt quality outdoor 
lighting ordinances and undertake efforts to educate residents about the 
importance of dark skies.

2. International Dark Sky Parks
Parks are publicly- or privately-owned spaces protected for natural conservation 
that implement good outdoor lighting and provide dark sky programs for visitors.

3. International Dark Sky Reserves
wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŀǊƪ άŎƻǊŜέ ȊƻƴŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǊƛǇƘŜǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
policy controls are enacted to protect the darkness of the core. Total area should 
be at least 700 km2 (9.3 mile radius).

4. International Dark Sky Sanctuaries
Sanctuaries are the most remote (and often darkest) places in the world whose 
conservation state is most fragile.

5. Dark Sky Developments of Distinction
Developments of Distinction recognizesubdivisions, master planned communities, 
and unincorporated neighborhoods and townships whose planning actively 
promotes a more natural night sky but does not qualify them for the International 
Dark Sky Community designation.



Designation Types for Rappahannock County

ÅSanctuaries (contingent on sky quality)
County is insufficiently dark and not remote enough to qualify

ÅReserves (contingent on sky quality, minimum size)
/ƻǳƴǘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŀǊƪ άŎƻǊŜέ ȊƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
surrounding protective periphery with policy controls

ÅDevelopments (contingent on planning policy)
County does not have unincorporated neighborhoods or master 
planned communities with planning that promotes dark skies

ÅCommunities (contingent on having an ordinance)
Neither the County nor incorporated communities in the County 
have lighting ordinances addressing residential lighting (see p. 9)

ÅParks (contingent on sky quality)
County has publicly- or privately-owned spaces of suitable quality

Designation can be granted independent of size or local ordinance



Dark Sky Park Program Guidelines (Oct. 2015)

ÅL5!Ωǎ 5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ Ψ5ŀǊƪ {ƪȅ tŀǊƪΩ

ÅMinimum requirements
IŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ΨLightscapeaŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴΩ

Stated policy how lighting used, IDA-compliant lighting fixtures; map
5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ΨŘŀǊƪ-ǎƪƛŜǎΩ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ
ÅtƻƭƛŎȅ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ΨǇŀǊƪ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΩΣ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ
ÅAt least 67% of lights are IDA-compliant at time of application
ÅHave a lighting inventory; set goals: 90%/100% compliance in 5/10 years
ÅMaintain a light measurement program to monitor compliance
ÅDemonstrate public leadership of restoring dark skies
Å!ƭƭƻǿ ΨƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭΩ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ 
ÅProvide public education with at least 4 dark sky interpretive events per year
ÅSubmit annual report to IDA detailing activities and progress

Erect/maintain a sign indicating IDA Dark Sky Park Designation
Parks are awarded Gold, Silver, or Bronze Tier designation
Nomination is by IDA member with approved nomination credentials
ÅApplication documentation is rigorous and comprehensive



Specific Requirements

ÅCreate inventory of all outdoor lighting
Å>67% of outdoor lighting fixtures to be IDA-compliant at application
Å¦ƴǎƘƛŜƭŘŜŘ hY ƛŦ ғрлл ƭǳƳŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ Җ оллл Y
ÅFloodlights OK if on motion sensor control

Å/ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ΨǇŀǊƪ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΩ
Å/ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ΨƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭΩ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ όмκǿŜŜƪΣ ƻǊ ƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘύ
ÅDescribe lighting policy - how lighting used
ÅDesignated park, map
ÅPlan for full compliance
ÅHow it surpasses local ordinances

ÅMaintain a light measurement program to monitor compliance

ÅDemonstrate public leadership of restoring dark skies
ÅHost interpretive events (at least 4 per year)
ÅPeriodic news articles: RappNews, postings on FB groups, etc.

ÅErect/maintain a sign indicating IDA Dark Sky Park Designation

ÅSubmit annual report to IDA detailing activities and progress





Many properties in the County would qualify for Silver Tier.
(see last two slides)



Rappahannock Lighting Ordinance

ÅChapter 170: Zoning, Article XIII: Performance Standards 
Ä170-119: Outdoor Lighting

Board of Supervisors adopted 12-1-1986, amended 9-8-2004

ÅApplies to outdoor light fixtures in conjunction with:
Commercial or Industrial zoning
Permanent parking areas with more than 50 spaces

ÅDoes not apply to:
Single-family dwellings
Places of worship
Property owned by the Federal, State, County or School 
Lighting for certain agricultural, horticultural or forestry uses
Lighting for approved public events less than 11 days per year
Outdoor lighting activated by motion sensors
Exterior property lighting not exceeding 60 watts/fixture
Interior lighting

Ordinance 
does not 
mandate 

fully-
shielded 
fixtures 
and is 

silent on 
light color

Washington Historical Ordinance Chapter 8 deals only with lighting 
ŦƛȄǘǳǊŜǎΩ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ ŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ



Milky Way

as seen from

Castleton, VA

Sept. 16, 2017

composite of separate sky and land 

photos to highlight details of both

(courtesy of Joyce Harman)



Skies as seen from 

the Rappahannock 

County Park
Sept. 16, 2017

Washington, VA

(courtesy of Joyce Harman)


